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Starts by showing a video.

(Female voice) Sexual offending is not about being sick, ill or a monster. Take Freddie. 
(Male Voice) He is thirteen, going through puberty and very interested in sex. He talks a lot with his mates at school and they have a lot to say about what they would like to do , and what some of them have done already.
(Female voice)All young people think a lot about sex and most of those thoughts are perfectly ok.

(Male Voice)He fancies a girl in his class but she is going out with Kevin. One Day Freddie is at his friend’s house.  Mike’s Dad has some adult videos which he hides in the back of his wardrobe. Mike suggests they watch one. The video show a lot of oral sex. It really turns Freddie on.  (noises a squeals) 
(Female voice) Freddie keeps thinking about the video and he has also been having quite an enjoyable fantasy about sex. 
(Male voice) He wants to try it out with a girl at school, but h e thinks that if he asks the girl at school she will laugh at him and worst still – tell his friends and they would laugh too.

(Male Voice) However Freddie thinks a lot about it masturbates to the pictures in his head.

(Female Voice) And the more he masturbates the stronger the fantasy becomes.

(Male voice) He enjoys this a lot. And the ideas get stronge and stronger. Freddies little sister Suzie is 8, she loves him very much and enjoys being with him especially when he takes her to the park.

(Female Voice) He can get quite angry at times and then she frightened but mostly she thinks its great to have a big brother. 

(Male voice) One day when Freddie’s parents have gone out to do their shopping Suzie calls from downstairs. He doesn’t actually do anything that day.
(Female Voice) But the thought of oral sex with Suzie remains and he begins to pan how he can carry it out.

(Male Voice) A few weeks later when his parents are out Freddie decides that he will try. He tells Suzie that if she doesn’t tell he will take her to the park that afternoon. Freddie gets Suzie to perform oral sex on him. 

Sounds of Suzie crying

(Male Voice) And he enjoys it.

(Male Voice) She doesn’t tell. Afterwards he takes her to the park.
Sounds of crying

(Female Voice) Freddie has just embarked on an abusing career.

Sounds of crying

(Female Voice)He may well feel guilty afterwards, but he is unlikely to stop if he gets away with it the first time. After all he did enjoy it.  And he can tell himself that Suzie really didn’t mind because she came with him to the park, and she didn’t tell.

Because he can make excuses to himself and it doesn’t seem too bad – this makes it easier to go and think about how good it felt.

And it makes it easier to do it next time … and the next … and the next.

(Male Voice) Freddie hasn’t been abuse himself – but what about Johnny – he is 15

(Female Voice) When he was 5 he came into care, he doesn’t remember what happened but his social worker said his mum and dad hit him and he went to hospital as a result. He stayed with his first foster parents until he was 9. They were very kind to him and he loved them a lot, but they never talked to him about sex. Even though he got curious. They told him he was a naughty boy to ask such questions and he was far too young to know about such things.

(Male Voice) His second foster parents were very different. Hs foster dad realised that he was curious about sex and especially the things that were about to happen to his body. His dad said he would teach him about his body and show him what to do. He even involved some of his friends. Johnny at 10 discovered was sex was about. At first it felt good, exciting and grown up. But then it got very scary because Dad’s friends often hurt him. He felt confused and upset because he experienced odd and quite pleasant feelings sometimes even while he was hurting. Johnny never told anyone about his experiences but he felt he needed to be in control rather than be told what to do.
So he found a younger boy – who was his neighbour and he began to show him things that his dad had shown him. Soon he had shown several boys what to do. When he was 14 he arranged to baby-sit regularly for a neighbour who thought he was very good and reliable. The neighbour had 4 year old twin boys. He abused the boys extensively for a year. He wanted to show the boys what to do because he felt good and in control. He told himself that he was simply teaching them and that they enjoyed what was happening. 

(Female Voice)  Johnny has a strong cycle of behaviour. He knows its ok to teach younger boys about sex because his foster dad taught him his foster dad said it was alright but that he mustn’t tell anyone because if a when a dad taught a boy about sex then that boy was gay. And the way that his foster Dad and his friends had presented it to him, made him confused about his true sexual orientation.  They told Johnny noone would like him because he was gay Johnny’s foster father was not gay but he was a paedophile. He had married his wife as a cover for his abuse of children.  He groomed Johnny into accepting sexual contact with his paedophile friends by saying that they understood how he felt. They weren’t gay either because they were simply interested in sex with young boys and not in adult relationships. Johnny had taken on the cycle of his abusers and was using it to groom his own victims. Johnny was not responsible for what happened to him but he is responsible for what he does with the feelings.
(Male Voice)  Most children who are abused do not go on to abuse others.

(Female Voice) Of course the cycle will continue to go round leading to more and more abuse. And the only way to break the cycle, is to understand it and work to change it. A young person needs help with this because of they had been able or wanted to stop they would never have abused in the first place.  To explode the cycle we need to look at and change – the thoughts, the fantasies, the actions and the excuses and to help the young person become fully responsible for their behaviour. 

End of film

We have taken one case Freddie who gets into sexual abuse with his sister for a number of different reasons that are not related to the fact that he has been abused but may well be related to the fact that he has needs which have not been met. And to the fact that most youngsters when they start thinking about sex see sex merely as a transaction. It is something you do to someone – it is not about relationships. SO if youth have not developed empathy with others – then it makes it harder to deal with the idea of getting into relationships. So that means its easier for them to get into inappropriate and abusive sexual behaviours. 

In Johnny’s case he has been taught that its ok for children to be sexual and to be involved in sexual behaviour and for adults to be sexual with children. 

Both have been based on true stories of young people who we have worked with and children who are involved in abuse or such circumstances will learn very early that it is ok to be sexual with other young children and in fact will probably be encouraged to be sexual with young children.

When working with young people who show such sexually abusive behaviour it is really important to look at what is going on by separating out these components Youth will develop appropriate sexual behaviour, Most will have a degree of inappropriate sexual behaviour  In Freddie - First attempt at trying out a behaviour – which can then develop into an inappropriate behaviour As with Freddie he could develop into a rapist or into a paedophile or he may never offend again.  In Johnny’s case however he may have appropriate responses, some inappropriate responses of his own – but he has also taken on the beliefs of his adult abusers and so he goes out – acting out on other people. 

So in working with the young people we need to   A not to demonise them  To look at their issues  To intervene in their behaviours

We need to look at the development of abusive patterns and the development of morals – to empower young people to take responsibility for their behaviour and to have the capacity to change. 

